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"These languages are noted for the great number of distinctive consonants and the limited
number of distinctive vowels in their sound systems. Abaza, like Abkhaz, has no
grammatical cases. Abaza is written as well as spoken."
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" Their language belongs to the Caucasian language family. It was developed as a literary language in the early

20th century, originally using the Arabic alphabet, then the Latin alphabet, and finally the Cyrillic alphabet.
The Adygeans became Christians during the 6th and 7th centuries, but they have been Sunni Muslims since their
conversion to Islam by the Ottomans in the 18th century "
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" Since the October Revolution of 1917, Kabardian has been a written language. The
Roman alphabet was the first system used, but from 1936 the language was written in
Cyrillic." Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.
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The Karachay speak Karachay-Balkar, a Kipchak, or Western Turkic, language.
CAn e AS Al e g ABlaall el L) 8" dad () salSy (gL ) A ; dden il

: Kabardino-Balkaria : Ltk - s LS v

LS00 Lgialie

¢ an ¥ Al Slans e %€ 9 Lad Ul ()l aae IS ¢ A T VAR (149Y ale cl jai) Ll dlaed
(i) Y1 LBV (e de sane (Ul 5 ¢ %)Y (A5l Al Y (e p 5) JELII5 ¢ %TY L ik giasd Gl (a gl @l L
et 5 QLS Gy 5 e VIS (5 AY)

fare SASYI as g ¢ (S5l ol el aled LS agiad ¢ (S 580 JE G (e La o 535 jpae A 53 AL 1 5ilS (Ul o g
Dl dll Va0 i L Uil axe aly sl SR 38 ¢ agi

¢l s A Gan (SR Sa @l iy seea Gl 250 Abkhazia Lol 4y ) sean

e eS Al ldalis

s Lolagl 8 08 G sal) Sy dawsall 08 Ly jii= (1990 Hle il el dawi OFY, £ 1 Jlea) il axe
AlBY) 31390 ale mlia ) poa ian Jin | el 5 e Y e (BU 5 daE 00T ¢ (LAY ALY S e ¢ LilSu Caa
(AT ) Gunsad) e S sl aled

Craal) (e JAY) Ciuaill g ¢ Cilia¥) A Galial) (e agdal ¢ Ly 85 A Gl Y v 0 (o gl Ui ABLYY dae of agdll
LS9 Y

: 4daa i la  Microsoft® Encarta 2003.. 45 guiga J &

J_P\Aﬂi?&;oul:m‘gﬁﬁiﬂiaj@‘”%mwi AVAY ale B gV o A g&gahM\e&ﬂMQJ\aai"
padad ¥, dlga jhdlg o Al Cely (Ciud ) addgga o s Al Alasgl) 1 ga g8 g il 3 LY) S8 S
A VAVALYAYY e La Caald A A Sl-dg g )l el quadl i Agialiad) A gal) ol i ) B sagd) )
D ed oMl g

oMcl LgisSs il oVl pgiblgn 9 auuShuid] o 59->90 9- Lo €9-0x0 U
1 Qouni i 110 jolxis V
o i Lo Sl « guro oS WIEY jolois V 5Bl (09 ppilygpos Wlluwo Egoxo
. 8200 pS A0 Sl s\l byguw d>luuso &4,



ALY (08 oSl Jgs du,b

:(Cherkes 33 - the Encyclopaedia of Islam CD-ROM 4S gu ga (& i)

" The Cherkes are Sunni Muslims of the hanafi school. Islam was brought in the 16th century by the Nogais
and the Tatars of the Crimea, first to the Kabards, then, in the 17th century, to the western Adygea.
Penetration was slow and at first reached only the feudal nobility.

It is only at the beginning of the 18th century, thanks to the zeal of the khans of the Crimea and the Turkish
pashas of Anapa, that Islam was imposed on all of the people,

replacing Christianity (introduced as early as the 16th century by Byzantium and, between the10th and the
12th centuries, by Georgia) and the ancient pagan religion of which one still finds traces among the western
Adygaes.

Before their conversion to Islam, the Cherkes worshipped agrarian divinities: Shible, god of storm and
thunder, Sozeresh , protector of the sowings, Yemish, protector of the flocks, Khategnash, god of the
gardens, etc. The cult of the god of thunder was linked to the worship of trees and

sacred groves where, even recently, were offered sacrifices and prayers. The Cherkes had neither temples

nor clergy; sacrifices were entrusted to the care of an old man elected for life."
Extract from the Encyclopaedia of Islam CD-ROM Edition v. 1.0
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"There is universal agreement among historians that the mamluk state reached it,s height under
the turkish sultans and then fell into Prolonged phase of decline under the circassians. "
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